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PANAMA-PACIFIC INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION 
AT THE CITY OF SAN FRANCISCO IN THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 
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19 15 
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CELEBRATING THE OPENING OF THE 

PANAMA CANAL 
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View of Exposition site showing Golden Gate in the distance 
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Charles C. Moore, President of the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition 

Frederick J. V. Skiff, Director-in-Chief of the Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition 
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The public meeting in San Francisco, April 28, 1910, when $4,089,000 was subscribed within two hours to the capital stock of the 1915 

Exposition. Through subsequent subscriptions and pledges this sum was increased to $7,500,000. With the $5,000,000 appropriated by 

the State of California and the $5,000,000 donated by the Municipality of San Francisco, the total fund available for use of the Exposition 

management is $1 7,500,000. In addition, the Counties of California are raising over $2,000,000 by special tax for their individual participa¬ 

tion. It is expected that [the grand total of expenditure, including foreign, state and private exhibitors, will approximate $50,000,000. 
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&ictg*first (f ongrtss of lbf elnilrt 3&taUs of gmrrici 

JM Ihc £hirtl *t»ton, 

fcrfui ud IbM it (Sr CreoI WadMapan «. Maori* <, Uk Mm <Uy o' or* 
iUmwoJ mm Iitiik.'nd **1 I**. 

JOINT RESOLUTION 

Auibominc the Provident to Invite munlnee !o participate in the 

Panama-I'm ifir luk-riutional Evpwithm In uiuvteru Itutudf-**! and fifte.-n, 

at San Pf*'«’iwi, (ilifurai). 

JJrjofiW by the Smalt and Hvum oj R'prt*tnUUi<n of Mr Laded 

Si'tin of Amtrita in Conyrrst iut-mihil, Thnt whenever it ahail be •bowt' k 

(hr of (ho Prreidml o( the Vailed Slaten tint a rultahlr tile h«t 

been wlrrtod, and I bat the turn «f not lo* than fifteen million dollar* will 

be available lo enable the Paitama-IVifU lAli-miltanl Kv|«»iti«n Company, 

a corporation oryaniird and r\i»iinj{ mulct ami by virtue of the law* of the 

Stale of California, for the |Wf|Mao of inaugurating. <arryin|> forward, and 

bolding an eipoait i«o at the city and munty of Kan Pre&daoo, California, 

op or ab»ut (be 6r*t day of January, ninetorn huims-d and fifteen, to celebrate 

the completion and open ini; of the Pattern* Canal, and ateo the four hundredth 

aouivereary of tbo diaeovery of the Pari fir (Mean. the Prraideat of I hi United 

Stain he. and he hereby i*. aulbirfirrd and respectfully requested. by 

prurlainatWu or in aurb mannrr aa lie may deem proper, lo invite all foreign 

couutrie* and nalioua to aurh prupoacd eipraition, with a rw|ue»l that they 

participate therein. 

«rl 

Speaker of Me lion* of RtpremnlaUvn. 

r£U«t 

yslRZ 

AT sy// 

The President of the United States signing Joint Resolution, authorizing holding of the Panama Canal celebration at San Francisco in 1915 
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The President of the United States (William Howard Taft) breaking ground for the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in the 
presence of one hundred thousand people October 14, 1911 
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A) 
l|imi r/ne cnjA'/'/iuZy n-t'/A /Ar rmWr/rmd nrtW rrytt* rrrnr n/j ryA/At fern/. ArjrAt/rrn ry Armyrt.Ui 

nffrevtW AZrAraary /!?, /$// Z>Ar /Aimyny Zr r n rr Zr^orrryti ror/n/rfrJ /o frr r/rrfn/r <n ZAfs- 

ZZana-T/in /Atrrryrr Axi/ex/irt/tmirr/ A>xfrSt/ri'n /// nrnr/rrn Art nWrrW- rmWfr^/rrn, <// ,/an . fmnrrJrr, Ara / - 

f’orn/a , A<t/ryAne/orty'froty? AaJ Arm f rt-Sm/tW Ao me /Art/ a Mrr/aAAr. jr/r Aad Attn ^rArr/rWyinr /Att darW 

AixfcJr/fert anW /Ain/ /Air Junt rf*nr/Ar.dJ ZArtmft^/em -m/AAtm WoAArrrJ.rrn //A wfts Aa AA 4 rnrr/Ar ./At 

AAtna rna -A^aryrr ^AnZrr/iaZrrnnA ZixfrMt/rm AAmnfany', n■xiorf.emZien, .eryrenrytW irrtW extj/nyrtnWrr a nW’ 

Ay MfZttr t^ZAr AftwJ cy } ZAr .Z/aZr yA A/aAfr-rrira, yAr /Ar fa if oJr tf*mart yarn/my, mrrymyyAra•axW, tins/ 

ArAr/rny am rxfrJ/Z/rn a/ /Ar Ai/Zy xyA A/rrn /ranc/dcr, 'GtiAy/mnrtt. tn /A' year ntnt/etn Aa nWrrr/ anWfly*- 

Zrrn. /<* rr/rAra/e. /Ae-.emrtfA/tert anW ifrnny jA../Ar l/avieema (jnrtaA; 

Ht* Qfo*r*fot% 1l£<MI*arfc Wla 
3/rtdrWen/ rf/Ar AZni/rW ,/A/ZrJ yZS/Anrrrra. Ay uor/ar cf /At att/Arrr/y ^etd/rW /->/ rnr Ay darWJr*nZ Air do At - 

Arm, Wo Arxe/yWerAoxt amWfrer/arm /Art/ drte/isZn/exna/ienaA Akrfedt/ten uhAZAr rfentW m /Ar yrar nmr/rrn 

AtrxiWrr.W nnWyA^Zern, /ArAAZeJy'xjA*^/et.71 \Aru/neidet>-, <« /Ar AAto/r .yA /mAfe-rn/s* ZAAnW,/av /Ar /nrvmr e^A/Aes 

A/01 >r/rn 'rnm /rrmW r^ /Air-frof/r yA/Ar A/nrZrW A/Za/ieJ yA>{/Amortra, .Z'Wo Arrt/y m W/r a/Z /Ar na/tmj ry? /Ar- 

xrtx/A /o/aAefax/ m /Ar. rrrnxnr/mrraZrm-'ry^an emsrt / r^Ayrta/m/trrd/ \rvnW1 nffr/aner. Ze /Ar 4+ vr/W Ay .rtf ' 

frin/txy'xefreden/a/ir’td/r/Ar Z/ana.m«tAlter^e. jAtZr.rnnZrrnxtA Aixfrdr/tm-amWdrmW^ny/Arxe/o^arA rxArAr /j ad 

.n t AATncj/yAi/Ay ronWjArtA/y r AAuj/ra/r ZAtrrx rtdouxrtd, //tor txtWud/rtt<t, a-nW /Ararfxeyxtdd /n rr4*-tAyaArn: 

Jn AAcjA/meny AJ/terf ^-AArtie Arrrtw/o *ir/my ArtnW nnW crtrtSrW /Ar dm/'yA/Ar AZnr/rW A/Zn/rJ Zo 

At ayAftxeW, 

f~Af/ff aZZAr AAt/yr^A /AAjAtJny/en'/Atj AteenW Arty' 

syA 3kArtuvryl xn//Ary.yt4tx- t^rHTsr AAert/ xtttw 

fmWrrrre y/ZAr A/ru/tW AA/rr/rj yJSArnr-rer-rt ■" 

/Ar mi r An/TtWrrW ^rntW /AorJy -dta/A. 

/A>y /Ar .Arr.itf/rnZ.■ 

AZr-rrt/rr/ry' yAAZAa/t/. 

Proclamation issued by the President of the United States inviting 
all Nations to participate in the Universal Exposition 

at San Francisco in 1915 
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Gatun Upper Locks in the Panama Canal, showing the construction of three sets of gates 
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Pedro Miguel Locks in the Panama Canal, showing south end of east chamber and construction of safety and lower gates 
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THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

April 22, 1912. 

WHEREAS, by virtue of a joint resolution approved February lb, 

1911, the President of the United States was authorized and requested 

by proclamation, or in such manner as he might deem proper, to invite 

all foreign countries and nations to participate in the Panama-Pacific 

International Exposition to be held in the City of Sun Francisco, Cal¬ 

ifornia, in 191b for the purpose of inaugurating, carrying forward and 

holding on exposition to celebrate the completion and opening of the 

Panama Canal; 

AKD WHEREAS, said proclamation was issued on the second day of 

February, 1912; 

Ai!D WHEREAS, said Pai ama-Pacif ic International Exposition Com¬ 

pany has appointed a Special Commission to visit the several countries 

of Europe for the purpose of supporting the invitation heretofore is¬ 

sued; 

MOV/, TiiEREFORE, I hereby constitute and appoint said Special 

Commission for the purpose aforesaid, said Commission to be constituted 

as follows: 

John Hays Hammond, President; 
Reuben Brooks Hale; 
7/illtam T. Sesnon; 
Rear Adniral Sidney A. Staunton, U.C.M.; 
Brigadier Gor.eral Clarence R. Edwards, U.S.A. 

And any courtesies which may be extended to this Commission will be 

appreciated by the-Government of the United States. 

Credentials of the Commission Extraordinary to Europe, 
appointed by the President of the United States 
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Reuben Brooks Hale, Vice-President of the 
Panama-Pacific International 

Exposition 

'Rear-Admiral Sidney A. Staunton 
United States Navy 

John Hays Hammond, President of the Commission 
Extraordinary to Europe 

Members of the Commission Extraordinary to Europe, appointed 
by the President of the United States. The months of May and 
June, 1912, were occupied by this important Commission in visiting 
the capitals of the following fifteen European countries, in the order 
named, where audiences and conferences were held with their 
Monarchs, Presidents and Ministries: England, Germany, Russia, 
Austria, Hungary, Italy, France, Belgium, Portugal, Spain, Switzer¬ 

land, Sweden, Norway, Denmark, The Netherlands. 

Mr. Hale became President of the Commission upon Mr. Hammond's return to 
America at the conclusion of the visit to Paris on May 30, 1912. 

William T. Sesnon, President of the San 
Francisco Chamber of Commerce 
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Governor Tasker L. Oddie, of Nevada, taking possession of 

Nevada’s site March 14, 1912 
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Governor Edwin L. Norris receiving the deed for Montana’s site March 22, 1912 
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Governor J. H. Hawley planting the flag on Idaho’s site March 22, 1912 
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East axis in the Court of Sun and Stars 
Architect*, McKim, Mead & White, New York 
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Page Twenty-*!* 



Palace of Machinery Architects, Ward 6c Blohme, San Francisco 
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P»ge Twenty-eight 
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Missouri’s site dedication by Commissioner J. E. Black April 5, 1912 
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Court of Palms 
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Arrival in San Francisco of Hon. Philander C. Knox, Secretary of State for the United States 
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Review of troops at the Presidio in honor of Secretary of State Knox 
By reason of the national character and international significance of the 1915 Exposition these military displays form part of all events on the Exposition Grounds, such as the dedication of Foreign 

and State building sites and other important ceremonies 
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Architect, Louis Christian Mullgardt, San Francisco 

Tower and Cascade of Festival Court 

— 
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Commissioner H. D. Newcomb receiving the deed for Kentucky’s site June 16, 1912 
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Commissioner Eugene Brady O’Neil dedicates Arizona’s site July 5, 1912 
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Japanese Commissioners dedicate the first foreign site on Exposition grounds September 18, 1912 
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Governor Judson Harmon reviewing troops on occasion of Ohio’s site dedication ceremonies October 10, 1912 
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Governor Thomas R. Marshall dedicating Indiana’s site October 22, 1912 
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Chinese Commissioners reviewing troops during dedication ceremonies for China’s site October 24, 1912 
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Minister J. Batalha de Freitas dedicating a site for Portugal’s participation November 25, 1912 
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Commissioners Fred P. Crosscup and G. O. Nagle dedicate West Virginia s site November 29, 1912 
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Commissioner Norman E. Mack of New York accepts deed for the Empire State November 29, 1912 
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Ground plan of Exposition 
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PANAMA-PACIFIC 
INTERNATIONAL 

FRANCI CO AN 

v 
SAyA4C/T-TPAC^PtC "Ti T g B N ATIOSA.V, tXPO^'NQN CO. 

Birdseye view of the Universal Exposition of 1915, showing Alcatraz Island and San Francisco Bay 



United States Battleship Fleet anchored in San Francisco Bay off the Exposition site 
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Panama - Pacific International Exposition 

San Francisco, 1915 

This Universal Exposition at San Francisco in 1915 is a distinctly National undertaking, deter¬ 

mined upon by the Congress of the United States, and designated by the President of the United States, 

for the purpose of celebrating the opening of the Panama Canal, a National accomplishment that 

importantly affects the entire world. 

In assuming the burden and expense of this mammoth celebration in response to the call of the 

President and Congress, the people of California are discharging an important public duty and executing 

a National trust, the accruing benefits of which will be shared by every State in the Union and by the 

entire citizenship of the Nation. 

While this great inter-hemisphere waterway is a National project, it is nevertheless a World’s asset, 

and the celebration of its opening will be participated in by all countries and all peoples. The Exposition 

will constitute an international concourse of tremendous significance in its effect upon the natural 

productivity and commercial activity of all countries, and of the United States in particular. 

Up to March 15, 1913, twenty-six Foreign Countries and thirty-five States 

of the United Stales had officially accepted the invitation of the President of 

the United States to take part in this great Universal Celebration. 
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